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REPORT ON POLICE REFORM IN CHICAGO 

not aflford a ready means of recognizing a person upon the streets. This 
deficiency has been filled by the genius of evil, M. Bertillon, who has de- 
vised a facial index system. The nose, ear and eyes are classified in such a 
way that an officer can eliminate all but a few persons in a crowd with a 
single glance and when tried out the system has had almost universal success, 
!ind should be introduced into America at once. 

The human eye trained to recognize faces by such methods as this is 
very accurate, but it is proverbially a poor thing to rely implicitly upon the 
testimony of eye-witnesses and the eye is also subject to limitations which the 
photographic plate does not have. A powder has recently been devised which 
will make finger prints so clear that they can be photographed for identifica- 
tion purposes, even when quite invisible to the naked eye. The camera has 
also been used to detect traces of blood upon a cloth which had been washed, 
to find the design of counterfeit banknotes upon a lithographic stone which 
had been cleansed, and to detect marks upon a body which showed that the 
person had been strangled before being thrown into the water. With such 
advances as these a criminal will have to wear gloves or leave a trail like an 
aniseed bag behind him, and even then it may not avail him much. 

George H. McCaffrey, Cambridge, Mass 

0»r Police Station Disgrace — Under the above title the Chicago 
Tribune for November 24 editorially comments as follows upon the work which 
the Chicago Women's City Qub has accomplished through its investigation of 
conditions surrounding women delinquents and unfortunates This investigation 
now is made the basis of an appeal for a large downtown detention home, the 
improvement of facilities at police stations and a night court. 

Bad sanitation in the stations and the vicious system of herding women of 
all degrees of innocence or depravity, and of all ages, from young girls just 
above the juvenile probation age, are especially protested. 

The report of the committee on stations and jails exposes a treatment of 
prisoners which is, indeed, "a menace and a disgrace to Chicago," and the 
council ought to take hold of the whole situation and under intelligent advice 
make an end of it. Chicago is not a cruel or unenlightened community, and 
does not want any such evils to exist. It is time that the stations and jails and 
the system of handling prisoners prior to trial or commitment to the county 
jail be brought up to the twentieth century standard. It is now about aoo 
years behind the conscience of the times. R. H. G. 

The Report on Police Reform in Chicago.— The report of the City 
Civil Service Commission on police organization and its .relation to vice 
conditions is a valuable document. And it is hardly less valuable for being 
corroborative rather than originally informative. The sorry record it makes 
of the vicious alliances of lawbreakers and sworn law enforcers is not remark- 
able for new facts, but it should drive into the consciousness of Chicago the 
need for drastic action. 

The recommendations of the commission are sound as far as they go. But 
they must be worked out in detail and courageously applied. 

Thus far the commission's investigation has brought substantial results. 
The weeding out of principal offenders and the exposure of incompetence and 
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